
TIMELINE of ThE
STATUE of LIBERTY

In 1883, New York native, Emma Lazarus, wrote “The 
New Colossus” for an auction to raise funds for con-
struction of the pedestal. In 1903, words from this iconic 
poem were engraved on the Statue’s base so that all 
visitors can read the words that celebrate Lady Liberty’s 
promise to the disenfranchised people of the world.

ThE NEw CoLoSSUS
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.

“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”
~~Emma Lazarus

1956 Bedloe’s Island is renamed Liberty Island by a 
joint resolution in Congress and signed into 
law by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

1965 President Johnson signs a Presidential Proc-
lamation, adding Ellis Island to the National 
Park Service, under the administration of the 
Statue of Liberty National Monument.

1982 President Ronald Reagan appoints Lee Iacocca 
to head a private foundation, later known as 
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, 
to restore the Statue of Liberty.

1984 Restoration of the Statue begins.

1986 Renovation of the Statue is completed. During 
July 4th Liberty Weekend, President Ronald 
Reagan relights the Statue’s torch, and the 
Statue reopens, including a Statue of Liberty 
museum in the pedestal.

2004 The inside of the pedestal reopens to the public 
after having been closed since September 11, 
2001, following work by The Statue of Liber-
ty-Ellis Island Foundation and the National 
Park Service.

2016 The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation 
breaks ground on a new Statue of Liberty 
Museum.

2018 Liberty’s original torch is carefully transported 
across the island, from its former place in the 
Statue’s base to its new home in the Statue of 
Liberty Museum.

2019 The Statue of Liberty Museum opens - with 
generous friends like you permanently recog-
nized in the Founders Star Registry!

1667 Isaac Bedloe, a Dutch colonist, obtains a colo-
nial land grant for a small island later known 
as Bedloe’s Island.

1794 After the American Revolution, federal dollars 
are appropriated to construct fortifications on 
Bedloe’s Island.

1807 The U.S. Army begins construction of a star-
shaped fort on Bedloe’s Island.

1865 Edouard de Laboulaye proposes that France 
give a statue representing liberty to the United 
States for its centennial.

1884 The Statue is completed in France.

1885 Joseph Pulitzer leads a fundraising campaign 
that raises over $100,000 to build the pedestal 
for the Statue. On June 17th, the Statue arrives 
in New York and is placed in storage for a year 
while the pedestal is completed.

1886 The Statue’s pedestal is completed and the task 
of reassembling the Statue begins. On October 
28th, the Statue is formally unveiled at the 
dedication ceremony on Bedloe’s Island. One 
million people turn out for New York City’s 
first ticker tape parade.

1903 Words from Emma Lazarus’ poem “The New 
Colossus” are added to the base of the Statue.

1870 Frederic Auguste Bartholdi becomes the sculp-
tor of the Statue of Liberty.


